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ABSTRACT

In ELT materials, pragmalinguistic knowledge is often found in language functions, one of the materials covered in
English course books. Language functions are basically the implementation of speech acts, a very important aspect
in pragmatics. Making invitations, expressing likes and dislikes, or expressing happiness is several examples of
language functions in ELT materials. Each language function consists of language expressions. This paper aims at
investigating the language expressions from pragmalinguistic perspectives. A pragmatic judgment task and
pragmalinguistic theories were employed to examine the language expressions in a local English coursebook for
Indonesian secondary school students. Results show that the coursebook did not contain adequate pragmalinguistic
knowledge which implies that pragmalinguistic failure may have occured in the local English coursebook.
Consequently, pragmalinguistic knowledge should be incorporated in English coursebooks so that English learners
can avoid pragmalinguistic failure and misunderstanding in actual communications.

Keywords: pragmalinguistics, language functions, language expressions, ELT materials

REFERENCES

Boxer, D.& Pickering, L.1995. Problems in the presentation of speech acts in ELT Materials. ELT Journal, 49(1),
44-58.

Dat, B. 2008. ELT materials used in Southeast Asia. In B.Tomlinson (Ed.) , English language learning materials.
London: Continuum International Publishing Group, pp.263-280

Doddy, A., Sugeng, A., & Effendi. 2008. Developing English competencies for senior high school grade X. Pusat
Perbukuan: Departemen Pendidikan Nasional.

Marmaridou, S.2011. Pragmalinguistics and sociopragmatics. In Bublitz, W. & Norrick, N.R. (Eds.), Foundations of
Pragmatics. Berlin/Boston: Walter de Gruyter GmbH & Co. KG

Nguyen, M.T.T.2011. Learning to communicate in a globalized world: To what extent do school textbooks facilitate
the development of intercultural pragmatic competence? RELC Journal, 42(1), 17-30.

Richards, J.C.2001. Curriculum development in language teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Richards, J. C.& Schmidt, R. 2010.Longman dictionary of language teaching and applied linguistics. London:
Longman.

Salemi, A., Rabiee, M., & Ketabi, S. 2012.The effects of explicit/implicit instruction and feedback on the
development of Persian EFL learners’ pragmatic competence in Suggestion Structures. Journal of Language
Teaching and Research, 3(1),188-199.

Vellenga, H.2004. Learning pragmatics from ESL & EFL textbooks: How likely? TESLEJ,8(2). Retrieved June
2015, fromhttp://www-writing.berkeley.edu/TESL-EJ/ej30/a3.h

CURRICULUM VITAE

Complete Name : Nurdiana

Institution . Universitas Bunda Mulia

Education

+* Bachelor Degree in Psychology, Universitas Persada Indonesia YAI, 2002.

* Master Degree in Linguistics, University of Indonesia, 20009.

% Doctoral Degree in Applied English Linguistics, Atma Jaya Catholic University of Indonesia, 2018
Research Interests :

* Pragmatics in Language Teaching

% Materials Development

% Language Test and Assessment

353


mailto:nurdiana.usman@gmail.com

